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Question 3-Discuss the life of Charlemagne and his rise to power, empire and the aftermath of his reign (Ch9)
Charlemagne early life, Accession to Power and the Significance of his Kinship
Charlemagne, also known as Charles the Great or Charles 1 was one of the greatest men in Europe's history. He was the king of Franks as from 768-814, following the death of his father. Later on, in 800 EC, the Pope crowned him the Emperor of the Romans Empire. His appointment as an Emperor by the Pope made him the first Holy Roman Emperor. His name is remembered to date because of the significant achievement he brought to Western Europe. This paper will discuss his early life, his ascension to power and the impact of his kinship in western Europe.
Charlemagne was born of Bertranda of loan and Pepin the short, at around 742. He was a brother to Carloman. Although his exact birthplace is not known, Historians suggest Liege, present-day Belgium or Aachen located in modern-day Germany as his possible birthplaces. There is no much information on his early background education. However, as an adult, he displayed immense knowledge in Latin and Greek languages. Following the death of their father in 768, Frankish kingdom was divided between Charlemagne and Carloman. During their tenure as kings, the two brothers’ kingdoms had strained relationships. However, this changed following Carloman demise in 771, whereby Charlemagne assumed sole leadership of the two kingdoms.
Expanding his kingdom was one of the most important goals of Charlemagne. After he became king, his priority was to unite all the German people and convert his constituents into Christianity. To accomplish this purpose, he had to defeat the Lombards (774), the Avars and Bavaria both in 795. Due to his devotion to Christianity, he went to a three-decade bloody war with a group of the Germanic tribe called the Saxons who were pagans. The war ended in 804 and there followed mass baptism for all pagans. This unified Europe as a Christian continent. In order to rule his expanded kingdom perfectly, he became the only Emperor immediately after the fall of the Western Roman Empire. After attaining his goal, Charlemagne named the expanded kingdom Carolingian Empire.
The Carolingian Empire became the largest Western Empire, and this was after the fall of Rome. As an Emperor, Charlemagne managed to gain more in-depth control and influence over his territories. He practiced the rule-and-command type of administration and his jurisdiction was supreme. His administration made the laws, controlled the army and made sure that the less privileged and the church were protected (Snell, 2019). The efficiency of Charlemagne kingdom was primarily based on the loyalty and the support from his subjects. To protect the church and his subjects, Charlemagne decided to form a system that was to administer justice for the people. The system was referred to as scabini, which consisted of professional law experts (Latowsky, 2013). The scabini were required to understand every law formed by the administration, and therefore all subjects were to be judged according to the laws. To avoid cases of judges accepting bribes, Charlemagne ensured that the Judges were required to use sworn inquests in obtaining facts (Whipps, 2008).
During his reign as an Emperor, Charlemagne was firm in his leadership, and he managed to come up with many reforms. The initiation of the Carolingian Renaissance was one of his significant reforms (Latowsky, 2013). This was a period in which the Carolingian Empire engaged in cultural and literacy enhancement. The purpose of these enhancements was focused on supporting art and letters.  This inspiration was adopted from the Christian Roman Empire in the 4th century. This reform was focused on a small group of intellectual scholars who were known as the Alcuin of York (McKitterick, 2008). The Carolingian Renaissance paved the way to the end of the ‘dark age' in Europe, which had left Europe impaired for many centuries.
Carolingian Renaissance paved the way for the rise of western civilization. It attracted English and Italian scholars who with their knowledge in literature, architecture, and arts enhanced the court of Charlemagne (Whipps, 2008). Furthermore, these scholars influenced the expansion of schools with quality education. The rational ideas that were obtained by the leaders of the Carolingian Renaissance were applied to the society and this led to the development of a common language and writing style in Europe (Fried, 2016). Therefore, communication among the people of Europe became easier; hence trading and other social activities were conducted freely without problems like the language barrier. Through his education initiatives, Charlemagne managed to influence other territories across Europe into having an interest in education and learning.
During his reign, Charlemagne was determined to better the economic future of Europe and therefore he decided to continue his father's reforms of abolishing the monetary system. The monetary system was based on the gold sou.  Therefore, he took over the system with the help of the king of Mercia Anglo-Saxon (Day, 1997). Charlemagne was determined to abolishing the monetary gold system because of the alarming shortage of gold. Charlemagne blended the various currencies that were in use during his reign to come with new standards for trade. The new standard was called the Livre Carolinienne which was derived from Latin Libra, meaning the ‘modern pound'. After the introduction of livre by Charlemagne, the counting units became two (livre and sou). However, there was another unit called denier which was a coin used for the realm (Latowsky, 2013).
To provide a proper way of recording expenses and incomes, Charlemagne came up with instituted principles and rules that were meant for accounting purposes. The rules were called capitulare de villis, they allowed the Jews to be the only group that could facilitate money lending (Fried, 2016). However, in 814 the church laws forbade money lending with interest and Charlemagne, being a church supporter, came up with another rule (capitulary for the Jews). The rule was against the Jews lending money and this was the opposite of his first rules. Charlemagne also managed to conduct some of the important microeconomic reforms like direct control of prices and levies (McKitterick, 2008). This was only done in some specified goods and commodities. His strategies saw the entire Western Europe becoming an economically prosperous region even after the death of Charlemagne. Indeed, the economic reforms by Charlemagne made trading easier across Europe making the continent flourish. The laws he came up with reduced the powers of the nobles and gave the peasantry the opportunity to contribute to the economy of Frankia.
Being a man driven by beliefs and convictions, Charlemagne came up with church reforms that were meant to make changes to the liturgy and provide standards to the monasteries and monks (Fried, 2016). He was determined to strengthening the church, by convincing his people to convert to Christianity and also through his quest of expanding his territories. He forced the Saxons to convert to Christianity at sword-point. At long last, he was able to attract millions of people into the Holy Roman Empire. Through this, Charlemagne managed to expand his authority over the church and the state. In the course of his rule, Charlemagne could disciple the clergy, and define traditional doctrines (Latowsky, 2013). Regardless of his harsh jurisdiction over the church, he managed to gain support from the clergy who supported him in his quest of advancing the morals of his Christian citizens. Through these reforms, Charlemagne managed to pave the way for Western Civilization. Charlemagne impacts on the development of Western Civilization are still remembered to date by the European Nations.
In conclusion, Charlemagne impeccable leadership styles can only be showed through the admiration of great leaders such as Napoleon or Hitler who had ambitions of unifying Europe. Through his tenure in office, Charlemagne was able to introduce various reforms in education and economy. He is accredited for the widespread of the Christian culture in European nations. Through these reforms, Charlemagne managed to pave the way for Western Civilization. Charlemagne impacts on the development of Western Civilization are still remembered to date by the European Nations.
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